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        Relive the splendour

        
        Soak up the atmosphere of this stunningly landscaped garden and unique homestead. Tūpare has recently earned the NZ Gardens Trust highest six-star rating - a distinction shared only by 13 other locations nationally.
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            Weddings at Tūpare

            
                Unforgettable occasions demand an exceptional venue.

                
                    Read more...
                
            

            
                
Unforgettable occasions demand an exceptional venue.
Tūpare is one of Taranaki's premiere wedding venues; offering elegant surroundings and picturesque views. 
Tucked away on the outskirts of New Plymouth, Tūpare Garden embodies nature’s timeless beauty in every shape and form. Its immaculate gardens, designed by Sir Russell Matthews, blend seamlessly with the rugged Taranaki landscape making it the perfect setting for your special day.
Book your wedding here.
Elizabeth Lawn
Suitable for a small intimate ceremony, up to 60 standing guests max.
If you require transport both to and within the garden, book this with our provider, Kombi Krush(external link).
Cottage Lawn
Suitable for a small intimate ceremony, up to 50 seated or 60 standing guests max.
If you require transport both to and within the garden, book this with our provider, Kombi Krush(external link).
The River Flat
Suitable for a larger ceremony, up to 80 seated or 150 standing guests.
If you require transport both to and within the garden, book this with our provider, Kombi Krush(external link).
Conifer Green 
Suitable for 50 standing guests.
No vehicle access.

            

            
        

    
  







    
	   
	
  
    
        
            The landscaped garden

            
                Tūpare is a premier landscaped garden with a unique homestead, originally developed by Sir Russell Matthews and his family from 1932.
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Tūpare is a premier landscaped garden with a unique homestead, originally developed by Sir Russell Matthews and his family from 1932.
Sculpted from a hillside overlooking the Waiwhakaiho River, the plantings and landscapes remain true to its heritage. As you walk the winding paths cut into the hillside, you’ll find stately trees, deciduous maples, copper beeches and dawn redwoods, as well as a stunning collection of rhododendrons, azaleas, and hydrangeas that were all carefully planted by Sir Russell.
NO DOGS PLEASE.
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            The river flat

            
                The river flat retains an idyllic pastoral feeling with simple plantings of specimen trees, complemented by the movement of the wind and water.

                
                    Read more...
                
            

            
                
The river flat retains an idyllic pastoral feeling with simple plantings of specimen trees, complemented by the movement of the wind and water.
Here you will find free gas barbecues and picnic areas, popular with summer visitors who can also enjoy a swim in the Waiwhakaiho River.

            

            
        

    
  







    
	   
	
  
    
        
            Tūpare plants

            
                Use Tūpare plants to find information about the plants at Tūpare. Our database includes all of Tūpare’s trees and most of the smaller plants here in the wonderous garden.

                
                    Read more...
                
            

            
                
Use Tūpare plants to find information about the plants at Tūpare. Our database includes all of Tūpare’s trees and most of the smaller plants here in the wonderous garden.
Visit (external link)Tūpare's plant database 
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            The Chapman-Taylor house

            
                Tūpare’s distinctive Chapman-Taylor designed house is a great example of the Arts & Crafts style of architecture. Free tours from 1 October to 31 March at 11am on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays.

                
                    Read more...
                
            

            
                
Tūpare’s distinctive Chapman-Taylor designed house is a great example of the Arts & Crafts style of architecture. Free tours from 1 October to 31 March at 11am on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays.
For private year-round tours click here
 

            

            
        

    
  







    
	   
	
  
    
        
            High Tea at Tupare

            
                Relive the splendour of Tūpare at a High Tea in the Chapman-Taylor designed house.

                
                    Read more...
                
            

            
                
Relive the splendour of Tūpare at a High Tea in the Chapman-Taylor designed house.
There will be a High Tea event on the first Sunday of every month from May - October.
Tickets are $20 per person and numbers are limited. You can purchase your tickets (by cash only) from BlackBird Society - 79 Devon Street East New Plymouth.
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            The Riverside School

            
                The Riverside School is a study unit developed by the Taranaki Regional Council outlining the activities available for teachers and classes visiting Tūpare.

                
                    Read more...
                
            

            
                
The Riverside School is a study unit developed by the Taranaki Regional Council outlining the activities available for teachers and classes visiting Tūpare.
The nine activity options include walks, studies focusing on trees and birdlife, and a stream study.
Click here for more information

            

            
        

    
  







    
	   
	
  
    
        
            Freedom Camping at Tūpare

            
                Freedom camping (in certified self-contained vehicles only) is permitted in the Tūpare carpark.

                
                    Read more...
                
            

            
                
Freedom camping (in certified self-contained vehicles only) is permitted in the Tūpare carpark.
Vehicles must display a current self-containment warrant card on the front windscreen and have their self-containment certificate inside the vehicle so that it can be provided to an enforcement officer upon request.

The card and certificate demonstrate compliance with the requirements of the New Zealand Standard for Self-Containment of Motor Caravans and Caravans (NZS 5465:2001).
Space in the Tūpare carpark is limited so it can accommodate a maximum of four motorhomes overnight, parked across the carparks, from 5pm until 9am. Please ensure you park so as not to obstruct the flow of traffic around the carpark. Please leave by 9am to allow space for other garden visitors. The maximum stay for any vehicle is three nights. The carpark is not suitable for caravans. There are toilets available down the driveway around the back of the gardeners’ cottage. The drive is too steep for wheelchairs.
 

This is where you can park your motorhome at Tūpare
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            Memberships and Environment

            
                Tūpare strives to offer visitors the best possible experience while ensuring the natural environment is protected and improved. We work with a range of organisations to achieve these goals, drawing on their specialist expertise, experience, expert assessment processes, networking opportunities and more. See a summary of our memberships and certifications. [PDF, 328 KB]
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Tūpare strives to offer visitors the best possible experience while ensuring the natural environment is protected and improved. We work with a range of organisations to achieve these goals, drawing on their specialist expertise, experience, expert assessment processes, networking opportunities and more. See a summary of our memberships and certifications. [PDF, 328 KB]
See what we are doing to reduce our Environmental footprint. [PDF, 502 KB] [PDF, 328 KB]

            

            
        

    
  







    


    

    
        
    
	   
	
  
    The property

    
        
When Russell and Mary Matthews bought the Mangorei Rd property in 1931, it was a wilderness. It was covered in blackberry, gorse and bracken, with one mahoe tree in the Dell.
The Matthews began developing the garden during the Depression when labour was cheap and plentiful. For 18 months, the family employed men through the ‘over the fence’ Depression relief scheme to clear the gorse and blackberry. They also planted shelter trees, starting with eucalypts in 1933, followed by rhododendrons, magnolias and maples.
As the garden progressed, the range of plants at Tūpare included Russell’s favourite rhododendron hybrids, daisies, and Mary’s favourite cottage garden plants. Russell also used his engineering skills to achieve the contoured walls, brick walls and concrete walls on what is a very steep property.

    

  







    
	   
	
  
    The house

    
        
Initially designed by the renowned James Chapman-Taylor, the house at Tūpare was built under the direction of Russell Matthews, with a lot of the furniture and accessories being commissioned or bought on overseas trips.
Russell and Mary Matthews were familiar with the work of James Chapman-Taylor through the house he had designed and built for C A Wilkinson, the MP for Egmont, at Pukearuhe, which is now known as Wilkinson’s Castle. When Chapman-Taylor prepared drawings for the house at Tūpare, the only change he requested was with the size of the dining room, to accommodate the size of the dining table. Chapman-Taylor did not take this very well. Not only did he decline the proposed changes, but he insisted that he should provide full-time supervision for the construction of the house. In Russell Matthews’ view, this was entirely unnecessary and the commission was terminated. They did, however, end up building the house to follow the general form and layout of the plan that was originally designed.
The construction was supervised by Russell Matthews from 1932 to 1935, but took 12 years to complete. Most of the construction work was carried out by Russell Matthews’ road construction gangs in the winter off-season, through an employment agreement with a government department. Sand and shingle from the neighbouring Waiwhakaiho River were used to make the concrete for the house. The original cedar roof shingles were imported from Canada.

    

  







    
	   
	
  
    The splendour

    
        
Tūpare was considered to be an important house in New Plymouth and many local people were very proud to have it in their city. Even though it was a private residence, everyone knew that Russell and Mary Matthews lived there and that it was a very attractive home.
The Matthews were considered to be very prominent people in the city and people took a lot of interest in the house – they were also known for hosting parties in the house, which often involved singalongs around the piano.
Tūpare attracted many local and international visitors. In the 1960s, busloads of people from various societies visited, including the Compost Club, the Camellia Society and the Lily Society. One particularly memorable group was a busload of dendrologists (tree specialists) from the United Kingdom.

    

  







    


    






    
        
            
                
                    
                    
                    

                    
                    

                

                Flowering Achilleas and Geraniums cascading over one of Tūpare's many brick walls
            

        
            
                
                    
                    
                    

                    
                    

                

                Family fun at the Tūpare Garden Fair
            

        
            
                
                    
                    
                    

                    
                    

                

                The entry to Tūpare looking beautiful in summer
            

        
            
                
                    
                    
                    

                    
                    

                

                Beautiful roses at Tūpare
            

        
            
                
                    
                    
                    

                    
                    

                

                The tennis court at Tūpare is free to play
            

        
            
                
                    
                    
                    

                    
                    

                

                Spring at Tūpare
            

        
            
                
                    
                    
                    

                    
                    

                

                Enjoy a BBQ on the river flat at Tūpare - it's free to use
            

        
            
                
                    
                    
                    

                    
                    

                

                The Chapman-Taylor designed house at Tūpare 
            

        
            
                
                    
                    
                    

                    
                    

                

                The stunning Maple over the alpha pond at Tūpare
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